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Maria (Thomann) Brinkman Low lived in two different Baychester houses:
-in 1930 she lived at 2075 Basset Avenue;
-in 1940 she lived at 2207 Boller Avenue.

Maria Thomann was born in Wissembourg, Alsace, France on July 24, 18841, daughter of Jacob
Thomann and Marie Bauer, of Germany. Maria emigrated from Alsace on Sep. 13, 1904.° It is
unknown when, she married Egmont Brinkman? (born in Germany), but he claims her as his
wife in his 1913 Petition for Naturalization papers. Maria and Egmont had a son born in 1906
while Egmont Brinkman was still married and living with Clara (Rodin) Brinkman. By 1908 Clara
had filed with the court for maintenance from Egmont, claiming Egmont’s dalliance with Maria.
Interestingly, the 1910 and 1915 censuses both list Egmont and Clara living together. By 1917
Clara remarries.

When Egmont Brinkman filed his Petition for Naturalization in 1913 he claimed not only Maria
Thomann as his wife, but also claimed two children: Edmund, born 1906, and Wilhelmina, born
1913. In 1914 Egmont Brinkman’s Petition for Naturalization was denied.

Egmont Brinkman’s common theme is his work as an orchestra musician. Ultimately, Egmont
died in 1939 on Welfare Island, and was buried on Hart Island.

We first find Maria Brinkman in 1920° as a 34-year-old married woman, unemployed, with two
children. There is no husband mentioned in the 1920 census. They lived on Avenue A in
Manhattan. A roomer, Richard Low, was living with Maria and her children, employed as a
canvas worker. He later became Maria’s second husband.

Maria Thomann and Richard Low got married in Manhattan in 1929* and were then living in
Baychester at 2075 Bassett Avenue. Maria’s two children, Edmund Brinkman (aged 23) and
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Wilhelmina Brinkman (age 17) were living with them. Richard Low supported the family as a
house painter in 1930. Mary’s son Eddie was working as a mail clerk.’

By 1940 Mary Low is a lodger in the household of John Kuntner at 2207 Boller Avenue. She
states she is married, but no record is found of her husband Richard Low. Mary’s two children
have moved away.6

In 1941 Mary’s husband Richard Low filed a Declaration of Intent,’ gave his address as 600
Grand Concourse, and stated Mary, his wife, is living with him. Richard is also found in 1942 at
600 Grand Concourse in The Bronx. In his WWII Draft Registration® he claims his contact is
Mary Low, who is living with him. Apparently they got back together again. Richard died in July
1962 in New York.” Mary’s death date is unknown. It is not known where either of them might
be buried.

Mary’s son Edmund J. Brinkman was born on December 21, 1906 in Manhattan, New York —a
Christmas present for Egmont and Maria Brinkman. His birth name was Edmund Thomann; his
biologic father, Egmont Brinkman, was already married to another woman. Edmund grew up in
Manhattan, but was living in Baychester in 1930 with his mother and sister at 2075 Bassett
Avenue. He married Julia Mary Resch on June 21, 1933 in Manhattan.'® Julia Resch was born
on October 28, 1910 in Manhattan, and also grew up in Manhattan, the daughter of Hungarian
immigrants John Resch and Julia Czer.
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Upon their marriage, Edmund and Julia bought their own house at the water’s edge at 1426
Harding Park in the Bronx, New York, where they had a son, Richard Brinkman (1934—2005).11
Edmund moved his family to Florida sometime after 1940. Edmund died March 5, 198012; his
wife Julia died 13 years later on January 14, 1993"3; and their son Richard died on April 20,
2005, All three are buried at Pine Forest Cemetery in Lake County, Florida.™

Mary’s daughter Wilhelmina Brinkman, born around 1913 in New York, lived with her mother
in Manhattan and the Bronx. She visited France in 1933, and returned home to her mother’s
house at 2207 Boller Avenue in Baychester, Bronx, New York®®. That was a pretty bold trip for
a single woman, aged 20, to make on her own. In 1938 Wilhelmina married Frank Gross and
they moved out of Baychester. There is nothing else found on Frank Gross or Wilhelmina
(Brinkman) Gross.
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