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Joseph Sedlacek and his wife Susanna (Smolen) Sedlacek lived in two houses in Baychester, 
Bronx, New York. First they lived at 2233 Wright Avenue, later moved to 2083 Bassett Avenue. 
 
Josef Sedlacek was a very common name across the pond.  This Joseph Sedlacek was born in 
Austria around 1888, son of Austrians Josef Sedlacek and Amalie Sneigkal1.  He immigrated in 
1911 and settled in Manhattan, New York City, New York. 
 
On May 8, 1911 Joseph Sedlacek, age 24, married Susannah Smolen, age 27, in Manhattan, 
New York.  Susannah was born in Austria around 1885, daughter of Austrians Paul Smolon and 
Maria Yadamutz.1  Susannah also immigrated in 1911. 
 
After their marriage, Joseph and Susannah continued to live in Manhattan, New York at 435 – 
70th Street. They had three children by then: Louise (b.~1911); Alice (b.~1914); and Joseph Jr. 
(b.~1916).  Joseph supported his family as a machinist in a machine shop.2 
 
By 1925 Joseph had moved his family to Baychester, Bronx, New York3. He rented a front 
apartment in a house at 2223 Wright Avenue, where he was still living in 1930.  He was now 
working as a machinist in the die business.4 
 
Before 1940 Joseph purchased a home, choosing to stay in the small fishing village.  He moved 
his family into this house at 2083 Bassett Avenue. 5 He continued to work for a die maker.  His 
daughter Alice worked as a boathouse renter. She didn’t have to walk very far to get to work – 
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about one block.  His son Joseph worked as an eyelet maker for an electrical manufacturing 
company. Eldest child Louise had married and was living in Westchester County, New York, a 
stone’s throw from her old home in Baychester6. 
 
Joseph’s wife Susannah (Smolen) Sedlacek died at home at a young age of 54 on March 3, 
1941.  She was cremated at Ferncliff Crematory in Westchester County, New York7.  It is 
unknown when Joseph Sedlacek died, or where he might be buried. Perhaps he was also 
cremated and is with his wife’s ashes. 
 
THEIR CHILDREN 
 
Their first child, Louise Sedlacek, was born about 1911 and lived with the family until her 
marriage to James William Holler, Jr., probably around 1938. James W. Holler, Jr. was born 
around 1909 in New York, son of native New Yorker James W. Holler, Sr.  By 1940 James and 
Louise and baby James William Holler III had moved to Mount Vernon, Westchester, New 
York.6  How they spent their lives is unknown, but Louise (Sedlacek) Holler died on January 23, 
2014 at the wonderful old age of 102 in Georgia.  In her lifetime she had worked as a legal 
secretary.8  At the time of her death she was living in the hamlet of St. Marys, Camden County, 
Georgia. She and James had two children. 
 
The second child, Alice Sedlacek, was born about 1914 in New York City, New York and lived 
with her family through at least 1940.  She is next found in 1974 as a married woman, married 
to Frank Starace (b.~1911 in New York), and living in Pelham, Westchester, New York9 (where 
her mother died in 1941). It is unknown when she married, if she had any children, or where 
she died and might be buried. Her husband Frank was born on November 19, 1911 and died in 
October 1994 in Westchester County, New York10. 
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The third, and last, child, is Joseph Sedlacek Jr., born in Manhattan around 1916. He also lived 
with his parents through at least 1940.  He was found living in Livingston Manor, Sullivan 
County, New York in the 1990s11.  Moving to the middle of the State of New York while the rest 
of the family was located in Westchester County, New York, right across the Bronx/Westchester 
line, was a bold move. Anything else about his life or death is unknown. 
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