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Ralph Savarese and his wife Grace Krueger grew up in Baychester, Bronx, New York and
continued to live there most of their adult lives as a married couple. They lived in several
different houses in Baychester.

Ralph Savarese was born on October 6, 1913 in New York Cityl, son of Italian/Egyptian
immigrant Anthony Savarese and native New Yorker Ella Reed.? He was the fourth of six
children. Ralph’s father was a bridge watchman in 1920, and the family lived in Baychester at
2223 Wright Avenue. In 1940 Ralph was still living with his parents in Baychester at a different
location, now at 2301 Hunter Avenue. His father Anthony was working as a bridge tender.?
Within walking distance was the railroad bridge over Givan’s Creek; it’s possible Anthony
worked there.

In May of 1941 Ralph Savarese joined the US Army as a Private, entering as a single man, with
experience as a carpenter.4 At about the mid-1940s Ralph Savarese married Grace Krueger, a
neighborhood friend. They initially lived with Grace’s brother William Krueger and his wife
Lottie, while they hand-built their home, from scratch, in Baychester at 2319 Boller Avenue.
The house was one block north of where Grace grew up, and one block south of where Ralph
lived. They had one daughter, Janet Savarese (1949-2017), and one son, Ralph Savarese.
Ralph, the father, supported his family as a carpenter.

Grace Krueger was born on July 24, 1921 in New York®, the daughter of New Yorkers Paul Carl
Krueger and Ida Therese Muehlemann. She was a sixth of seven children, and she grew up in
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Baychester at 2310 Palmer Avenue.® Grace’s “marriage house” at 2319 Boller Avenue and
Grace’s “growing-up house” at 2310 Palmer Avenue were back-to-back.

Ralph died on January 8, 2007, and was buried at Rose Hills Memorial Park in Putnam Valley,
Putnam, New York.” Grace died two years later on April 20, 2009 in Westchester County, New
York, and was buried with her husband Ralph at Rose Hills Memorial Park.?

Daughter Janet Rose Savarese was born on April 11, 1949 in New York®. She grew up in
Baychester living at 2319 Boller Avenue. Janet eloped with her childhood sweetheart Eugene
“Sonny” Young in 1967 right after high school. Janet and Sonny first lived in an apartment in
Baychester, then they purchased the house at 2202 Palmer Avenue, where they raised three
children. Janet studied to be a hairdresser and worked on Williamsbridge Road until her first
daughter was born.

Eugene “Sonny” Young was born on September 4, 1947 in New York. He died on July 23, 1984
at his home at age 37, and is buried in Pelham Cemetery on City Island, Bronx, New York."*
After Sonny’s tragic death in 1984, Janet remarried. Her second husband was Gary Casse.
Eventually, Janet, her children, and her second husband moved out of Baychester in 1986.%
Janet died on March 19, 2017 in Putnam, New York, and is buried in Raymond Hill Cemetery in
Carmel, Putnam, New York."® Her second husband died a year after her death.

This author remembers Grace and Ralph Savarese and their daughter Janet very well. | was
friends with Janet and spent many after-school and weekend hours at Janet’s house. They had a
pool table in the finished basement and our friends, boys and girls, played a lot of pool there.
Janet also hosted birthday and Halloween parties. They had the first RCA color TV and |
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watched “The Searchers” (1956) with Janet and her parents when it came out on TV; it was the
first color movie on TV. As teenagers, | met and hung out with Sonny Young, also. Grace and
Ralph were always happy, generous folks, and raised Janet to be the same way. Janet loved

doing hair, and she did my hair for my high school yearbook picture. | moved out of Baychester
shortly after that and lost contact with my old Baychester friends.
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