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Joseph Rafael Santomassimo is the patriarch of the Baychester Santomassimo family. Joseph
was born in New York City on February 13, 1884, the first of five known children of Italian
immigrant Raffaele Santomassimo and New York born Italian Sarafino Emiro." His siblings are
Guglielmo (William) Santomassimo (b. 1885), Mary Rose Santomassimo (1891-1957), Fity
(Fred) Santomassimo (b. 1893), and Raffaele (Ralph) Santomassimo (b. 1897).

Joseph grew up in Manhattan, and continued to live in Manhattan after his marriage to Susie
Plusensky on September 4, 1906 in Manhattan, New York City, New York. Susie Plusensky was
born in 1887 in Austria, daughter of Hungarian parents Simon Michael Plusensky and Anna
Klander'. She immigrated to New York in 1903. Susie was the first of seven children.

Joseph and Susie had four children while living in Manhattan, New York. They were Amelia
(1907-1985), Lottie (1908-1995), Lillian (b. 1914), and Arthur (1916-1972).% In the early 1930s
Joseph and Susie moved to Baychester, renting a house at 2230 Boller Avenue.® Three of their
four children moved with them: Amelia, Lottie and Arthur; Lottie was already married and living
elsewhere.* In 1910 Joseph supported his growing family as a laborer in a paper box factory. By
1930 he was a sweeper for NY Sanitation”.

In 1940, children Lottie, Lottie’s daughter, and Arthur were living with them, and Amelia and
Lillian were not®. In 1942 Joseph was still working for NY Sanitation’. On October 28, 1943, wife
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Susie passed away in Copaigue, Suffolk, New York. Joseph died 13 years later in 1956; both are
buried in Calvary Cemetery in Woodside, Queens, New York in a large Santomassino family
burial plot. (The gravestone misspelled the last name.)®

Daughter Amelia Santomassimo was born on June 11, 1907 in Manhattan, New York® . She
first married George Allen Hodgkinsonm, and second Charles Fasig. Her story is separately
listed. (See Santomassimo-Hodgkinson-Fasig)

Daughter Lottie Santomassimo was born on August 7, 1908 in Manhattan, New York. She grew
up in Manhattan. Lottie had three marriages: first to Ernest Del Riccio, with whom she had a
daughter. Lottie married Ernest on October 7, 1928 in Manhattan, New York**. Their daughter
was born in 1932 in New York City. Lottie and Ernest Del Riccio divorced. Following her divorce,
Lottie and her daughter moved in with Lottie’s parents in Baychester”. Lottie’s second marriage
was to Baychester neighbor John Sanfelice in 1950 in Manhattan'®. That marriage also ended in
divorce in 1957*. Lottie’s third marriage was to William Postens in 1962'*. That marriage also
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ended in divorce. Lottie died on March 1, 1995 and is buried in the family plot in Calvary
Cemetery, Woodside, Queens, New York®.

Daughter Lillian Santomassimo was born in 1914 in Manhattan, New York. She grew up in
Manhattan through 1930*. Nothing is known of her after 1930 in Manhattan. She did not
move into Baychester.

Son Arthur W. Santomassimo was born in New York City, New York on November 2, 191616, the
last of four children. When living in Baychester, Arthur became a good friend of neighbor John
Sanfelice, who became his brother-in-law when his sister Lottie married John Sanfelice. Arthur,
in his youth, dated Emma Sanfelice’’, the sister of John Sanfelice. The Sanfelice family also
lived in Baychester, two blocks away. Arthur was employed as a tennis racket stringer in 1940°,
and enlisted in the Army in 1942. He apparently never married. He died in March 1972" and is
buried in the family plot in Calvary Cemetery, Woodside, Queens, New York®.
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7 Conversation with Emma Sanfelice
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