RUTTER-STEHNO

John William Rutter and Mary Elisabeth (Stehno) Rutter lived in Baychester from the 1920’s
through the 1940’s, and perhaps later, in a large house at 2024 Stillwell Avenue, at the corner
of DeReimer Avenue. This house is still there in 2021.

John William Rutter was born on May 16, 1889 in West Drayton, Middlesex, England, a suburb
of London. He was the second of twelve children born to English citizens George William
Rutter and Bridget Mary Fitzgerald.1

At the young age of 20 John emigrated from England and arrived at New York in 1909, meeting
his uncle M. Fitzgerald, who was then living in Manhattan, New York.? John immigrated with
skills as a laborer. He courted and then married Mary Elisabeth Stehno in Manhattan on
October 25,1911.°

Mary Elisabeth Stehno was born either August 1890 or October 22, 1890° in Bohemia, Austria.
She was the first of nine children born to Anton Stehno and Vincenta Goehn, both Bohemia,
Austria citizens.® She immigrated to New York in 1896 as a six-year-old child, and lived in
Manhattan, New York.

By 1913 the couple was settled in a home at 2087 Amsterdam Avenue in Manhattan, when
John made his Declaration of Intention’ to become an American citizen. Their first child,
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Elizabeth Louise Rutter, was born in 1912; their second child, Lillian Rutter, was born in 1915.
The family was still living in Manhattan, and John supported his family as an IRT subway
motorman.

In 1917 John and his family lived in a houseboat at 219" Street and Harlem River.® Wish | knew
more about that experience. In 1919 John was granted USA citizenship. Between 1920-1930
John purchased a new home at 2024 Stillwell Avenue, in Baychester, Bronx, New York and
moved his family in.’

Mary Elisabeth (Stehno) Rutter died in 1967 and was buried at Saint Mary’s Cemetery,
Yonkers, New York.'® John William Rutter died two years later in 1969. It is not known where
he might be buried.™

Daughter Elizabeth Louise Rutter married Edmund B. Horner. Their biographies can be found
at HORNER-RUTTER, at this site.

Daughter Lillian Rutter married Frank Cosola. Their biographies can be found at COSOLA-
RUTTER, at this site.
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