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Louis Harrer was a Barge Captain. He was born in Linz, Austria on April 13, 1881 and
immigrated to New York in March 1907 at age 26. He enlisted in the US armed forces and
fought in World War |, earning himself naturalization citizenship in 1918.' Once a citizen, he
applied for a U.S. Passport in 1919 so he could go to Czeckoslovakia to visit his elderly mother.’
He renewed his passport in 1920 so he could bring his elderly mother to America. He was a
Barge Captain at that time, living at 2137 Clinton Ave, Bronx, NY3, and was married to Lena
Koeck, also a native of Austria, and daughter of Adolph Koeck and Lena Schaman®.

In 1921 Louis and Lena had a baby boy who lived only eight days, and died in Manhattan, New
York being then buried in City Cemetery. At that time Louis and Lena were living in Long Island,
New York at 200 Richmond Turnpike.*

By 1940 Louis and Lena were living on a barge on Boller Avenue, Baychester, Bronx, New York.
Louis was still a Barge Captain.’ The barge was at the end of Boller Avenue on Given’s Creek.
The boathouse was eventually given a house number of 2342 Boller Avenue.® Louis was
barging coal.

By the mid 1940s Louis’s barge was permanently moored, and he was renting out boats. His
boat livery business was right next to the Hutchinson River Parkway.’
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On April 10, 1943 Lena (Koeck) Harrer, age 61, died in the Bronx, New York®. She was buried in
St. Michael’s Cemetery in Astoria, Queens, New York. She had still been living at the boathouse
at 2342 Boller Avenue. After Lena’s death, Louis Harrer moved from Boller Avenue,

Baychester, Bronx to Manhattan, New York, where he died on August 21, 1960 at age 79.° His
burial site is unknown.
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