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Bernard Bass and Matilda (Greenwood) in Baychester Baas lived in the 1920s at 2337 Palmer 
Avenue.1 
 
Bernard Baas was born on October 12, 1868 in Germany, the son of German citizens John Baas 
and Katrina Witt.  He immigrated to New York around 1884, and became a naturalized citizen 
in 1891.2  In February 1891 he had a son, John Bernard Baas, from his first wife, name 
unknown. That first wife must have died and left him with the infant, because on June 15, 
18923 he married his second wife, Matilda Greenwood, who raised baby John. 
 
Matilda Greenwood was born in April 1867 in Worcestershire, England, the daughter of English 
parents John Greenwood and Mary (maiden name unknown) Greenwood.4 Matilda 
immigrated about 1888 to New York. 
 
After marriage in 1892 Bernard, Matilda and baby John moved around to various locations in 
the Bronx, New York before we find Bernard Bass in a 1924 Voter Registration form, living at 
2337 Palmer Avenue.  In the 1925 New York State census, he and his wife are still living at 2337 
Palmer Avenue.5 Bernard’s son John had married and was living elsewhere. 
 
 By 1930 they had moved out of Baychester to a larger house in the Bronx where they took on 
several roomers.6  Bernard spent his adult life as a Stationary Engineer. A stationary engineer is 
a technically trained person who operates, troubleshoots, and oversees industrial machinery 
and equipment that provides energy in various forms 
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Bernard Bass died on December 12, 1931.  He was cremated at Fresh Pond Crematory in 
Queens, New York.7 
 
After Bernard’s death, Matilda married a second time to William Farquhar, nine years her 
junior.  William moved into Matilda (and deceased Bernard’s) house at 1136 Calhoun Avenue, 
and by 1940 Matilda’s stepson John Baas was living with them, having separated from his wife 
and children.8 William Farquhar died in 1944.9 
 
No additional information is known about Matilda (Greenwood) Baas Farquhar, nor about 
Bernard Baas’ son John Bernard Baas. 
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